OUR RED FLAG
IS
FLYING IN PERU



Our Red Flag ls F1ying'1n.ﬂerﬂ

From A World To Win

I. Introduction: A New Political Power Is
Being Born -

- The poor and downtrodden of = Peru,
despised for centuries as indios (Indians)
and choios ("half-breeds") by the rich for
whom 1t was their lot to labour, are
standing up. Under the ieadership of the
Communist Party of Peru (PCP), a Maoist
party, they have organised a revoluticnary
army. In the last year, their people's war
has made far-reaching advances and
inflicted important  defeats on the
government and its troops. They have set up
reyolutionary political power in areas of
the countryside comprising a third of the
country's population; their ammy carries
out actions in every part of Peru, rural
and urban. Now the PCP has issued the call
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to organise and prepare for the seizure of
power countrywide, "in the service nf the
world revolution®. |

Liké 'a baby in its mother's wonb, the
People's Republic of Peru is taking 5ha?e,
building nerves, bones and flesh, gathering
strength and preparing to be born amidst
etruggle. The U.8., for its part, is
preparing to do its best to strangle the
revolution in Peru. _

In  August 1990 the newly-elected
government of Alberto Fujimori renewed the
state of emergency in the country's
capital, Lima, and extended it to nine of
the country's. 24 departments. This itself
represents & rapid quantitative change. But
in a large part of the countryside, the
situation in which the government Armed
Forces and the revolutionary armed forces
contest for political power is undergping a
qualitative change. as well.. For.the first
time in the ten years of people's war, the
red flag is flying openly.in many viilages.
Many of the thousands of People’s
Committees are no longer clandestine, but
ruie openly, by the 1light of day.. Some of
the revolutionary base areas made up of the
People's Committees in 2 given region have
become relatively stable, and new ones are
coming into being. Following Mao, the PCP
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calls these base areas "the essence of
people’s war", because they enable the war
to unfold as truly a war of the masses of
people and not the work of an isolated
“roving rebel band".

The People's Guerrilla Army (PGA)
nourished by these People's Committees is
on the threshold of a whole new level of
fighting. So far it has waged mainly
guerrilla warfare, wearing down the enemy
bit by bit. It began by attacking isoiated
police outposts and later mastered the art
of ambushing Armed Forces patrols. Now on
several occasions the PGA has ambushed
enemy units of hundreds of soldiers and
assaulted major fortified Armed Forces
vases. This process of shifting from
guerrilia warfare to mobile warfare means a
greater concentration and mobility of
revolutionary troops, and striving to seize
heavier armament, in order to attack
columns and even well-fortified bases,
often no lTonger relying on the advantage of
surprise, in large-scale battles sometimes
jasting several hours. Even as the main
forces of the revelutionary army begin to
acquire. these characteristics of a regular
army, the village militias (who continue to
work full- time in their fields) and the
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local gquerrillas are -also: expanding and
heightening their - fighting capacity, so
that in large parts of Peru the reactionary
army faces an armed people. In the cities,:
including Lima, the revolution has begun to
measure its strength against the enemy
through a series :of armed shutdowns and by

other means.. Workers, shantytown dwel?ers
and other c1ty people: are looking to the
people's war:.centred .in the countryside,
and.. preparing . the: future “‘urban
insurrections - that /. will mark = the
revelution's victorious climax, - -

The government still enjays Etrategic
superiority over “the: ' revolutionary armed
forces. . It has several hundred thousand
armed - men.--under 1{ts command in the Army, =
Navy (whose Marines . are particulariy
b!nudthirsty}, Air Force (Soviet-equipped
and now  receiving used Soviet-helicopter
gunships ' withdrawn from Afghanistan) and
various police  services (including two
anti~ guerriila batallions). To protect its
troops it - 'must . concentrate them more and
mor2 in strategic strongholds and withdraw
from. increasingly broad areas 'of the
countryside. Massive concentration of
troops and reliance on fortifications and
air power gives the enemy a <certain
strength, but as in Vietnam it also reveals
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the enemy's political weakness and brings
about new military wvulnerabilities. It
leaves the revolutionary armed forces
greater room. to manoeuvre and creates new
possibilities for revolutionary political
power. The. . fortresses - from whith
reactionary troops stage ‘airborne ' ahd
overland incursions - to overwheim guerrilla
units .can themselves be enc1rcle¢ and
overwhelmed as the guerrillas TJearn the
skill of concentrating their forces “to
attack and then disperse once again to
carry out their other revolutionary tasks.
Since 1983 the Armed Forces have
deployed so-called rondero - (also known as
mesnada) vigilante gangs to carry out a
terror campaign on oithe . village level
sgainst PCP supporters: and fighters. The
term rondere originally meant peasants who
banded_ together  to defend.their livestock
against robbers. But the present-day gangs
are directly run by the Armed Forces. Their
hard core  is..made up of ex-soldiers and
policemen, penpie tied .to the landlords and
local tyrants, and criminals. For instance,
former President Garcia called the rondero
leader Comandante Huayhuaco . “"my personal
representative"” and said -that. if he had .2
hundred men [ike Huayhuaco he could put an
end. to "subversion” overnight. The
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revalutionary: .newspaper ‘El1 Diario ' (forced
by the :government to operate clandestinely)
-revealed that Huayhuaco "is a notoricus
docal drug lord. He was "released from
prison:in order to re-convert his network
of .gangsters controlling the trade in coca
leaf (from which cocaine 1is made) fn the
Apurimac river valley of north-eastern
‘Ayacucho into a 'model of what the Armed
orces are attempting to organise in many
areas. The Armed Forces surround these men
with - peasants forced to abandon their
villages and ‘relocate 1in Vietnam-style
strategic hamlets (Armed Forces- controlied
camps), obliged to participate as human
shields and to risk death 1in battle by
threats of a slower death by torture or the
murder of their families.

These bands serve a political as well
as military purpose: to blur the class
nature of the civil war and exaggerate its
character as a war among the people
themselves. They enable the government to
pit “white" villages (under Armed Forces
control) against "red” villagés and portray
the: war as a "war of peasant against
peasant”. When ronderos carry out a
massacre, the government reports it as a
massacre carried out by guerrillas, and
when the ronderos are defeated in battle,
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this too'is reported as a: guérrilla attack
on.peasants. But because o6f ' the military
defeats the People's Guerrilla Army has
inflicted on -these 'gangs and the Armed
Forces that organise and 1lead them, the
destruction of many 5trategic hamlets by
guerrilla units working ~ with peasants
within them, and the Party's successful
pelicy of :annihitating the rondero leaders,
the .Armed Forces have been forced:- to pull
back and . regroup these gangs. MNow the
government s aiming to rebuild them and
implement measures beneficial . to a minority
in the. countryside, «in order.to strengthen
the - social basis for the reaction's:
attempts - -to. avoid complete 1su1&t10n and
defeat, -

 The “CP hai anaiysed the three atages |
its people's war will have t¢- go through.
The shift from guerrilla. warfarg to mobile
warfare 15 a preconditionifor:being able to-
go over from the stage in which the PCPR.has
been on the strategic defensive,dgainst the
enemy to a -stage of strategic stalemate.
This would mean that  the government could
no longer. coacentirate on trying to:roll
back the .revolution but rather wouid have:
to defend i{tself by trying to consalidate.
its ruie where it  is strongest. After
wresting strategic. superiority away from
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the enemy Armed Forces, a revolutionary
counter-offensive will wipe them out
thoroughly and completely. 0

It is not possible to foresee now how
quickly or exactly how this will happen. As
the PCP points out, international
experience has shown that the first stage
is by far the 1longest in protracted
people's war, and the second and third
stages could be relatively brief. Further,
the transitions to the two latter stages
depend on the political situation within
the camp of the reaction, on the U.S.'s
actions, and on the international situation
overall, as well as on the developing
situation on the battlefield, especially
because of the impact that wiping out the
enemy nationwide and establishing the
People's Republic of Peru would have on the
region and the world. But the prospect of
countrywide political power 1is now in
sight, not 1in the sense that it will
inevitably happen very soon, but in the
sense that the people's war has developed
mightily, that the balance of forces could
tip very quickly, and that the Party and
the revolutionary masses must now prepare
to do something that no oppressed people
have done for too 1long now: run their own
country, in the service of the world
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SR ree U.5 guverm:nt. for its part has
escalated 1{ts military presence .in . the
country and announced that planning is
underway for pessible massive U.S.
intervention in t?q nhear future. Certainly
the U.S. cannot “stand back anﬁ allow the
People's Republic 6f Peru to ‘Umerge in.dts
own 'b&:kytrﬁ“ without a fighﬁ“‘ Ay e

- I, Advances in the Peopie's War

‘ The Andes mountains running the 1ength
of Peru are the backbone of the people's
war. The greater part of the country's
peopte live there. The small. njghiand
cities (almost npne bigger than. Iﬂﬁ 000
inhabitants) strung ‘together by the few
roads running through Peru'ls mnuntafns are
occupied by the enemy: the Armed Forces set
up major bases in the departmental capitals
and maintain permanent 3sub-bases 1in the
smaller preovincial cepitals. In  the
countryside; "many hundreds of. thousands of
people - actively particjpatg_j.in . the
revolutionary political power arising in
the msitiplying, exparding and increasingly
contiguous revolutionary base areas in the
mountains and the river valleys leading to
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the jungle in. the east and the Pacific
Ocean to the west. (Although the jungle
Towlands account for a majority of the
country's " total area, théy are sparsely
populated and not a major theatre of
revolutionary warfare.)

The ambit of the people's war is made
up-of thése base areas and the surrounding
guerfilla zZones (where the reyolution 15
contending for palitical power),
operational  zones (into which the
guerrillas carry ~out raids and then
withdraw), and points of action (places
whera the enemy has complete control, such
&s cities, but where the guerriilas act).
As these areas move towards becoming an
articulated whole, this greatly muTtipIies
the power and range of the revolution's
military blows, as well as making possible
a fuller exercise of .. revolutionary
political power and a mere extensive
economic development of the 2zones under
revolutionary rule.

The people's war first arose in 1380
in  the south-central Andes, 1in . the
department of Ayacucho and neighboring
Huancavelica and Apurimac. MNow there are
extensive zones 1in these dry, cold and
sparsely vegetatad mountains where the Army
rarely penetrates. In 1989 and again in
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Mmid-1950, the Pecple's GugrrﬁJln ﬂrmy
unleashed a  spectacular sgries  of
engagements that destrpyed many rundern_
gangs there. The _U.5. 4is Treportedly
planning to establish a firebase hetweg |
the rivers Ene and Tambo, from which
attacks can be Tlaunched directly against
the area which c¢ontinues to be a mainn
battieground ﬁf the revolution. _
In 1986, the revoTution toak a
spectacular 1eap to Pund, a high plateau in
southern Peru. Land fnvasions. thare_
involved tens of thuusands of pessants. .In
this region the People’s Guerrilla Army has
several times taken over cities {including
Az@ngaro, a provincial capital} and held
mass meetinds. In September 1990, tbe PEA
wiped . out a Eulumn of thz elite
unti-guerri11d Gride ‘police sent’ 1n 6
mount an offensive’ agﬂ1nst thgﬁ “"The
commander and three sergeants were killed
in a seven-hour firefight. Armed propaganda
has been carried out 1n the adjﬂlning
southern departments. In the city of Cuzco,
act previously notable fur ?uerriilg
sctivity, 10 soldiers ware killed in-an
August 1990 ambush, The war has alse
developed 1in the northern departments.
including the coastal cities as well as. the
northern highland regions where the PCP hts
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also led large-scale armed land seizures.
' In the latter part of the decade the
people's war began breaking through in the
centre region, vital to Peru's economy
because of its mining" and large-scale

commercial farming. The PGA has repeatediy
sabotaged these facilities. In hnvembar
1939 it led powerful armed shutdowns with
gcially strong mass participation in
Jun n and Pasco. The people's war is also
advancing up the river valleys leading from
the coast 1into the mountains 1in " the
mid-north and mid-south regions., This has
18d to important wark in coastal cities and
an 1ncreasingly tight encirclement of Lima

1t5elf

The Huailuga river. ua]?ey .is.  a kay
regiun It has been chosen by the MWorld
Bank and other international TNﬂErillTSL
agencies as a potential focus for major
investment and = development. It has
witnessed a powerful upsurge in peopie's
war. since the middle of the 1980s. Although
U:5. advisers, mercenaries and other forces
have been involved in the war since its
beginning in Ayacuchg, it s in the Upper
Huallaga where the Peruvian revolution and
the U.S. have most come face to face. .
* Two spectacular battles in the Upper
hu&1laga Valley herald the changes
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occurring in the war on both sides.

. This region 1is sometimes called the
"eyebrow of the jungle" because here the
fringes of the Jjungle c¢limb the eastern
foothills of the Andes. Due to the success
of guerrilia ambushes against troop convays
in the last several years, the reactionary
Armed Forces in this region seldom travel
overiand, but 1instead are dug into
sandbagged "anti-subversive warfare" bases
from which  they launch Tand and air
attacks. it

In July 1989, "hundreds of
guerrillas®, according to press reports,
surrounded and completely destroyed the
Madre Mia Armed Forces base, the main
reactionary bastion in that part of the
department of Hudnuco, which included a
well-known concentration camp and torture
centre. Hundreds of peasants had been
brought there, to emerge once again only as
corpses or to “disappear”. In a four-hour
. battle, half of the 150 soldiers stationed
there fled, while most of the rest became
casualties. This was an unprecedented blow.
The PGA was able to confiscate a large
amount of weapons and ammunition, making
goad on their policy of making the enemy
serve as  the main source of the
revolution’s armament. The Armed Forces
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took their vevenge by murdering over 1500
peasants in the ares in the follewing
months, . _ 26

| April 1990 ssw the attack on -the
U.5.-commanded counter-_  revalutignary
warfare base at Santy Lucia, in the peart
of the Huallaga river valley, Sad

? The base was opened in February 1990,
staffed by aboui 30 American -military
advisers and “civilian" helicopter pilots
and mechanics wndar ‘contract to the U.S.
government, with 3500 .Peruvian troops at
their disposal. A Kew: York Times reporter
wrogte that it “reminded him of U.S.
firebases in Yietnam, 1its ‘“perimeter
pelstered by watchtowers, pillboxes, mine
fields, barbed wirve and waist-nigh piles of
black plastic sandbags... safely accessible
oniy by military air transport”. Units of
the People's Guerriiia Ammy surrounded the
Base¢ and poured in automatic vrifle fire and
rifle-propeiied grenades for several hours,
gamaging seven helicopters. This was the
first large-scale combat directly opposing
U.5. forces and the People's Guerrilla
Army. 1t is not likely to be the last. In
addition to ra2inforcing Santa Lucia after
this attack, -the U.S began negotiations
with the Peruvian goversment t{o open other
bases in the region.




The area 1is renowned as the world's
main source of coca leaves, bought up by
Colombian-based drug gangs and shipped in
light airplanes to Colombia (or sometimes
Brazil) for final processing. Most of its
inhabitants are recent settlers, peasants
who were driven out of the backward
mountain regions in the past two decades by
feudal oppression. The government
encouraged them to move to the jungle
highlands to relieve the pressure of
peasant movements demanding land 4n the
central mountains. Once installed 1in this
fertile region, the peasants found that
government policies and the economic -system.
made it impossible for them to grow any
cash crops oprofitably enough to pay the
debts with which they were burdened -~
except coca leaves.

Soon they found themselves becoming
vassals of drug dealers and the Army and
government officials in league with them. A
certain amount of the trade in coca leaves,
traditionally chewed by Peru's highland
people, is legal. It 1is supposed to be a
government monopoly. This gives government
officials the opportunity to suck an
enormous amount of money out of the
peasants legally, through various fees and
interest, while turning a blind eye to the
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far more extensive illegal coca trade
without which the peasants could not pay
such exerbitant tribute. Further, much of
the ieaf bought by the government ends up
in this illegal trade.

The People's Guerrilla Army began
working with these peasants to enable them
to protect their land and creps (and their
lives).  from the various drug barons,
including the government. As they have
established the new political power, the
peasants have begun to shift part of their
iapd to subsistence farming, 1in order to
hold ocut against the govermment, and have
been.building up the revolutionary strength
necessary to do away with the whole system,
inciuding drugs, which are not used in the
revolutionary base areas., Even the
reactionary Peruvian magazine Si had to
admit that in the Huallaga velley, “Sendero
[the PCP] has accomplished in a few years
what the government has not done for many
decades: change the cultivation habits
among the peasants, as a beginning %o doing
away with drug trafficking.”

Shortly after taking office in July
1990 Fujimori criticised the U.S. for
1imiting its "war on drugs aid package” to
Peru to military aid,. instead of combining
arms with money to help peasants change
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crops in the Upper Huallaga. The crass
refusal of this idea by the U.S. does show
that for the U.S5., the question of drugs is
nothing but a pretext for wmilitary
intervention. But the whole "dispute” is
pure demagogy. The money ,already spent by
the Peruvian government for such schemes,
in fact, has ended up forcing the peasant
to grow coca leaves so as to pay back the
lecans he received for seed and fertiliser
to grow other crops, "such as coffee that
remained -unsold or fruit that rotted
because there is no transport.

No such reform could succeed, no
matter how much money was spent, because
the workings of the Peruvian economy under
imperialist capital's domination make it
more profitable to import food than to grow
it, and cheaper to bring 1t by boat from
the U.S. than to truck it over the
mountains of Peru. Under current
international conditions, where imperialist
investment has brought about a glut of
almost all Third World export commodities
in the world market, and a disastrous drop
in their prices, the amount of investment
needed to profitably reorganise the economy
of the Upper Huallaga into some other
imperialist scheme is just not possible.

The other side ~of this exceedingly
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valuable coin 1is that the estimated $1
billion U.S. dollars a year brought to Peru
by what has become by far the country's
biggest export make it possible to keep the
country's impori~addicted economy afioat.
The regime counts on the coca trade for
some of the shreds of economic stability
without which 1t would be difficuit to
prosecute the counter-revolutionary war. No
wonder top govermnment officials and army
officers have been caught up to their necks
in the drug trade again and again -- the
survival of their regime depends on it.
(Ex-President * Garcia, who accused his
predecessor Belaunde of being financed by
narcotics money, himseif sponsored
legisiation to enable narco-doliars abroad
to legally re-enter the country. General
Arciniega, military commander and political
chief of the Huallaga emergency zohe, was
vemoved at the end of 1989 on the
insistence of the U.5. Congress which
accused him of being soft on the coca
trade. He now has a new comnand.)} And no
wonder the ruling classes of Peru and the
U.S5. have Tess interest in eradicating the
drug trade than 1in turning it to their
interests. '

The revolution- cannot iiberate the
peasants f{rom dependence on growing coca
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leaves at one blow before countrywide
potitical power is in 4its hands. But the
people’s war has spelled its doom. Nothing
less than revolution could put an end to
Tt
- In all, the People's Guerriila Army
carried out about 35,000 armed actions
during the first six years of the people's
war, over twice that many actions during
the two and a half year period from
December 1986 to May 1989, and 23,000
actions during the last four months of 1989
alone. These actions peaked during the
Party's boycott of the November 1989 and
~May 1990 elections -- and mounted once
again in September and October 1990,
alongside the mass upsurge that exploded in
reaction to the measures taken by the new
president. £
Along with ambushes and assaults on
the Armed Forces 1in most of the country,
including Lima itself, the People's
Guerrilla Army also carries out sabotage
with the aim of .damaging the economy that
finances the counter-revoluticnary war and
undermining specific govermment projects.
For  instance, the state-owned mining
industry in the centre of the country, upon
which the govermment depends for much of
its legal foreign exchange earnings, has
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been repeztedly attackad, and train 1ines
that carry minarals to fureign buyers have
been cut, Foreign-  owned ﬂntarprisaﬁ such
&s the giant Bayer chemical plant and
domestic monopolies such as - the Hogar
department stores in Lima have been burned
down. Explosions and sabotage of electrical
pylons and powerlines they carry have
compietely blacked .out whnle cities and
vegions innumerabie times, 1o 'the delight
of the revolutionary masses and  the
consternation of the impotent gavernmant.
which reveals still more i{ts ciass nature
as it ‘scrambles to restore electricity to
banks and industry while leavipng the peaple
in darkness. Towrist instailations, such as
the gnvarnment*uwned notel at Machu Picchu,
are sebotaged to wreck the  tourist
industry, though it is not Party policy to
destroy the ruins_ that represent the
people's  history or attack fareign
tourists. _ .

. One of the first acts of the people’s
war was to hang & dead dog in front of the
Chinese embassy in Lima, with a sign around
its neck that read “BE1g Hsiao-ping”. Since
then the PCP has continued to publicise its
fﬂPE1gn poifcy with quite a few attacks on
various embassies -« the Indian embassy,
for instance, ‘in solidarity with the Indian
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revolutionary movement, and the Israeli -
embassy. In October. 1989, car-bombs went
off in front of the U.S. consulate, and -
also the Soviet and Chinese embassies, to .
dramatise the PCP's opposition to what it
calls "the world-wide revisionist offensive
headed by Gorbachev and Deng” and the .
Peruvian revolution's stand with the -
Chinese people who rose up against the Oeng -
regime. :
There  has been the selective

annihilation of well-known enemies of the
people {(Armed Forces officers, government
officials, mayors of villages and towns who
ignore the Party's invitations to resign, -
etc.}, as well as the informers on whom the ..
government depends to direct the murder of
revoiutionaries. In September 1990, in
Lima, a top military counter-intelligence
officer was shot, and a car-bomb exploded -
in front of the home of a U.S. Drug.
Enforcement Agency officer in a district
inhabited by high Armed Forces officials.
There are Europeans working as volunteers -
on various governmental projects 1in the
rural areas; the fact that such schemes are
part of the efforts by the government and
its imperialist backers to smother the
revolution is explained to them, and they
are warned to leave or risk the
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consequences.

Agitation'and propaganda-constitute a
major part of the work of the Peomle's
Guerriila Army. This .includes painting
slogans on walls (or rocks, fin the
countryside); Hhanging Party barners (in
June 1980, 70 vred  flags appeared
simuitanenus?y one.  morning at key
intersections and other spots 1in Lima);
setting huge fires in the shape of a hammer
and sickle on the hillsides, especially
durina blackouts: launching swarms of red
balloons carrying banners; putting up Party
posters; giving out the pictorial leaflets
that are important for reaching flliterate
masses, as well as. regular 1leaflets;
distributing Party pamphlets (in quantities
of as many as_ 100-200,000 each) and Party
reprints of selections from the Marxist
class¥cs; agitating at itliegal "lightning"
démanstrations that appear and disappear on
city streets without warning: holding mass
mnetinga in the countryside; conducting
paopie’s schools (clandestine courses for
political education in the outlook and line
of the Party}; and.many -other ways-of
creaniqg the pubitc opinion without which
it iﬁhpmpussihie to seize power,

The People's Guerriila Army takes part
{n production (usually farming), 50 as not
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tc be a burden on the people. Furthermore,
it is mainly through the PGA that the Party
conducts 1t5 mass work, including
organising the new political power in the
countryside + ‘and ~  developing mass
revoluétionary organisations that serve the
pecple's war. A journalist described the
PGA as "a youth movement supported by their
parents”, since so many of its members are
in their early and mid-teens or twenties at
most. - A large - percentage of the fighters
and commanders- of this army encharged with
carrying "out. ‘the ' political tasks of the
revolution under the 1leadership of the’
Party: are women. The patriarcheal ru?ing
classes  find this rather threatening. In
facty,  what most 15 throwing Feruv1an
reactionaries and their foreign bosses into’
a mortal panic is that the PGA represents
the poiitical awakening, organisation and
arming of the masses of people thenselves,
espec.a1}y the poor peasants. |

III. Character 'and History of the
ﬁE?ﬂ1ut1ﬂﬂ '=~-.
The war the PEP is leading 1is mainiy a

peasant war. ‘Though it also involves
fighting and other work 1in the cities, it
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is based in. the countryside and its
fundamental strategy 1s to surround the
cities from the countryside. The Peruvian
revolution is taking this road because of ..
the particular conditions and history of
the country, the broad characteristics of
which it shares with most of the countries
appre5sed by imperialism in today's world.
When the Spanish 1invaders . ‘arrived in
Peru, . they found "a cmmu,nal.'-_ agrarian
system, and this was beginning to give rise
to 2 stave system, the Inca empire®, as the
PCP has analysed. This empire could not
withstand Spanish steel and was razed to
the ground. Despite the Indians' resistance
the Spanish 1imposed their. own feudal
system. The vast majority of people became
serfs, forced to serve the Spanish lord
enirusted by distant kings with the
Indians' souls and most of the 1land. They
were given "rights and obligations®: in
return for the right to tend their own poor
plots or graze their livestock on the
landlord's hacienda, they worked in his
fields and This house without pay, subject
to being hung up and whipped at his whim.
For. several hundred years the country
was .28 colony. Although later Peru won
independence, it continued . to. be a
dominated country. Unlike the imperialist
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countries where the rising bourgeoisie
(capitalist class) -was able to settle
accounts with feudalism and give free rein
to ali-around capitalist development, Peru
never = underwent a bourgeois-democratic
revolution. PCP Chairman Gonzalo describes
ctontemporary Peru as "“a semi-feudal and
semi-colonial  scciety  within  which
bureaucrat capitalism is developing.*

: By semi-feudal, what is meant is that
"the outworn: semi- feudal system continues
to exist and affect the country from its
deepest foundations to its most developed
ideas, with the -essential persistence of
the land question, motive force of the
class struggle of the peasants, especially
the poor peasants who make up the
majority." Most of the land is still
concentrated in a few hands, both in the
form of traditional landlord ownership and
"associative” forms established in the
1960s and '70s when the state bought out
the owners of the old private estates snd
set up state-linked "agrarian enterprises”
(SAIS). The ‘administrators of the SAIS are
often the landiord’s sons, and continue the
tradition of 1local political tyrants whose
power 15 based on monopoly ownership of
tand. Payments to - the government for the
Aand continue to6 hinder the development of
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agriculture. The PCP considers these SAIS
"an eveluticn of feudalism" because their
ieading members are former rich and middle
peasants., wniie the mejority of peasants,
especially in the mountains, remain without
iand or tools and bound by relations of
servitude. They are obligated to perform
free labour for the SAIS. in return for
lodaing and, food, and personal services for
the new feudal tyrants who run them. (For
instance, carrying their packages -- no
self-respecting rural big shot would be
seen carrying anything himself.) There is
an autosomcus (locally self-sufficient)
agricultural economy alongside the national
econsmy, eqpecially in  the mountains.
"Semi-feudeciism exists in new modes but
conti 2E to be the country's basic
probliem.®

| “YwCn has ueen made 1in the foreign
press @&bout PCP-led attacks on several
Andes experimental farms run by European
agrenomists and other rural scientists.
supposedly this chows the PCP is, for some
inexpiicible reason, against "progress".
These farms are run 1in the interests of
imperialist capital. 1in university garb
{after all, what European university is in
the hands of the people?). The scientists
{8 their pay usually turn a blind eye to
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the bondage of the peasants who 'care for
the cattle that make these’ farms cheap to-
run in Peru, nor do they .understand that
the vast expanses of . iand they monopolise
(often many thousands. 'of hectares) are’
urgently .needed by the  :ipeasants who work
them to. emancipate . themselves and feed -
their families. Unlike the. traditional
landlords who must be more concerned with
reduc1ng expenses than increasing
productivity, and thus leave most of their -
land idle, and the technocrats whose
notions of productivity led them to think
it more sensible to raise meat for the rich
and import wheat than to grow potatoes, and
thus devote the best 1land to pasture, the
peasants are. most .finterested in figuring
out how to prceduce as much food as
pessible. Such . farms are in fact an
obstacle to the country's overall economic
development. So who 1s really blocking
progress?
The PCP defines semi-colonial to mean -
that Peru is "politically independent but
economically . subjugated"; bureaucrat
capitalism refers to the particular kind of
capitalism "generated by imperialism in the
backward countries®, which - fails to
thoroughiy . challenge the pre-existing
feudalism and serves the interests of
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foreign capital instead of the country's
own national development.

.. This analysis leads to two fundamental
conclusions., The - first is that the
proletariat, the class of property-less
workers whose conditions most cry out for
socialism and communism, can rely upon and
lead the peasants, especially the poor and
landless peasants, as well as forces from
the wurban petite bourgecisie (the middle
classes) and even, at certain times and
under certain conditions, be joined by or
neutralise - -the national  bourgeoisie
(medium~sized capitalists with economic
interests opposed to the country's
domination) as well, in order to smash
imperialism, the big bourgeoisie and the
landlords, who are the immediate targets of
the revolution, and thus open the door to
socialism and serve the cause of communism.
The second conclusion is that the
revolution can and must wage armed struggle
from the very beginning, to build wup
strength through armed struggle, seizing
political power - little by 1little 1in the
countryside and carrying out other work on
this basis until it becomes strong enough
to seize power countrywide. '

The PCP is applying the concept of New
Democratic Revolution developed by Mao

...23_



Tsetung to the concrete conditions of Peru.
The PCP defines the tasks of that
revolution as the following: .

"Destroy imperialist = domination,
principally that of Yankee imperialism in
our~ case, and ward off the other .-
superpower, Russia, and the other ..
imperialist powers. 2) Destroy bureaucrat
capitalism by cnnfiscating monacpoly capital
1nside and outside the state sector. 3)
Destroy feudal = landlord ownership by
confiscating large-scale property whether
associative or non- associative,
redistributing the land on an individual
basis guided by the slcgan 'land to the
tiller', to the poor peasants first and
foremost. 4) Support for medium-sized
capital, which 1is permitted to work if it
observes certain conditions. All this
imp11&s overthrowing the old state through
people’'s war by means of revoluticnary
armed force wunder the leadership of the
Communist Party, and building a new stata.

The Communist Party of Peru was
founded on & revolutionary basis by Jose
Carlos H&riategui in 1928, as part of the

Thirﬂ International established by Lenin."]

Mari3tegui made a basic analysis _
Peruvian seciety that still hnidsitnday
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For instance, he considered Peru "a nation
in formation" centred on the Indians who
made up three-quarters of its population,
in opposition to those ~who spoke of
"Indians" as something different from
"Peruvians". He also stressed that the .
Indian ' question was basically a peasant
question. He sketched out the road the
revolution would take 1in Peru: a peasant
war led by the proletarian party. Yet
within a few years, after Maridtequi's
untimely death, the Party leadership fell
into the hands of revisionists who
abandoned the revolutionary road, though
revolutionaries persisted within the Party.
In the mid-1960s, .under the influence
of the polemic led by Mao Tsetung against
the new capitalist class that had usurped
power 1in the USSR, revolutionary forces
began to come to the fore within the PCP.
Led by Comrade Gonzalo, they began to fight
for a revolutionary orientation and -
ideology, a correct definition of the road
and objectives of the Peruvian revolution,
and a Party capable of carrying it out. The
First Congress of this reconstituted party, .

held in 1988 on the basis of the advances ..

of the people's war, was to adopt the .
formulation  Marxism-Leninism- Maoism,
Gonzalo Thought to describe the stand,
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method and political 1line that had been
key, "for it is the Chairman who,
creatively applying Marxism-Leninism-Maoism
to the concrete conditions of Peruvian
reality, has developed it, thus pruvlding
the Party and the reunlut1nn with an
1nd15pen5able weapon which is the guarantee
of victory."

The process of party-building,
especially in 1its later stages, also
involved specific organisational steps,
including sending people from Ayacucho,
where Comrade Gonzalo's forces were based,
to establish Party organisation and 1inks
with the masses 1in other parts of the
country according to the strategic needs
that flowed from the 1line and programme
around which unity was emerging. The PCP
founded the Party-led mass organisations
and people's schocls that would later play
an important role in the people's war and
which at that time played a role in
preparing it. In June 1979 the Party held
an Expanded Conference which marked the
culmination of the process of
reconstituting the Party. The conference
agreed to launch the people's war. The PCP
then went over to a short period of
preparation which included intense study of
military issues and military training, as
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‘'well 'as careéful planning of the opening
‘phase of the war. s
... .People‘s war was launched - on 17th May
1980, with the seizure and burning of the
-ballot boxes  in the Ayacucho village of
_;,Chr.u".._lr.:lﬁ.,.r on-the eve- of elections through
which a weakened and widely opposed
military junta hoped tc pass power on to
its civilian successors. The slogans "Armed
Struggle! ‘Workers' and ©  Peasants'
Goverament! Down with - the New Reactionary
Government!” were .given the dignity of a
programme of action. The Party did iot yet
have support from the broadest masses in
large areas of the country, but from the
beginning it sought to rely on the masses
+in the face of the enemy's attacks, to call
upon them for food and shelter, and to draw
Jin masses and wage the war as a war of the
masses.
' In Ayrabamba, also 1in the department
of  Ayacucho, hundreds of peasants were
mobilised to burn down - the house of a
particularly cruel and rapacious landlord
who had stolen their land. The guerrillas
had calied the peasants together and held a
meeting tc explain the Party's programme
and aliow the peasants to speak their
grievances. The Tandiord was driven off and
the crops and lTivestoeck divided up by the
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peasants themselves. The Party warned the
peasants that the authorities would
retaliate; some took heed and withdrew
temporarily, while others were under the
illusion that because justice was on their
side the authorities might be also. The
enemy himself administered a practical
lesson in the need to wage war to establish
revolutionary political poewer. When the
police came to terrorise the masses and
restore feudal order, the guerrillas took
the struggle a step further and assaulted
and burned the police outpost. In the poor
neighborhood of San Martin de Porros in
Lima, guerrillas called together a crowd of
people and led them to attack and firebomb
the 1local police station. Agitation was
carried out in the centre of Lima. The
people's war itself was awakening people
and drawing them in to participate.

The people's war has gone through four
different phases, each marked by a distinct
plan, since it began on 17th May 1980. In
the first few months of the Party's Plan to
Begin the armed struggie, only a few
hundred clashes took place as a smal)
number of very poorly armed men and women
attacked police outposts and local
authorities in the countryside in the
mountain departments of Ayacucho,
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‘Huancavelica and Apurimac, as well as
elsewhere, including the capital. A main
aim, initially, was <o seize weapons; in
one of the first attacks, guerrillas
captured a police barracks by surprise
using painted wooden guns. Other early
assaults on police outposis depended on
firebombs and dynamite thrown into flimsy
builaings. Later, in 1981, in the Plan to
Unfold people's war, the Party led the
formation of detachments and platoons that
1fnught to open up guerriila zones, areas in
.which the guerrilia forces could count on
.mass support in order to move around and
hit the enemy, with a visw towards later
building base areas. In some places, the
Party had had contacts among the local
masses for years, while in newer areas the
initial work was even more difficult and
the guerriilas had to sleep . in caves and go
hungry until they had won over 1ucn1
pecple. '
’ The first guarriila company {made up
of several platoons} saw action in the 1982
Lassault on the prison 1in the city of
;Ayucuchu. Guerrilias pinned down the
‘police, shot and blasted their way into the
prison and: freed :dozens of priscners of
war. A few months later, as a guerrilla
unit withdrew after an attack, one of those
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escaped prisoners, Edith Lagos, was
captured by police and stabbed to death
with a bayonet. Her funeral became one of
the biggest mass outpourings Ayacucho had
ever seen. Tens of thousands of people
marched through the streets behind her
coffin draped with the Party's red banners.

By the Tatter part of 1982 a power
vacuum had been created in many rural
areas., The first sprouts of revolutionary
political power had arisen 1in the form of
peasant committees to divide the crops and
land seized from old-style feudal landlords
and the state~linked farms. Now it was
beginning to blossom. As the guerrillas
moved from village to village, mobilising
the peasants and  attacking 1local
authorities, units stayed behind 1in the

villages to organise the Party, recruit . -

fighters and build People's Committees. In
this way, by relying on the masses,
guerrilla zones were gradvally being turned
into base areas, where the revolution held
political power.

At the end of 1982 President Beiaunde
was forced to send in the Peruvian Armed
Forces, despite his earlier reluctance to -
do so for fear that rival factions in the
ruling classes might use the occasion for a
coup d'etat. Now facing the regular army
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for the first time, the revolution entered
a very hard period. The Armed Forces
carried out massacre after massacre of
whole villages suspected of revolutionary
sympathies, with the stated policy that “it
1s necessary to kill ten peasants to kill
oie guerrilia”. Many thousands of peasants
died, combatants and non-combatants alike.
Some People's Committees were destroyed.

ﬂéverthﬂless, the . Party founded its
People's Guerrilia Army, so as to be able
to fight on the higher level now required
and carry out its Plan to Win Base Areas by
re-establishing . overthrown People’s
Comnittees and building new ones. Although
this guerrilla army could not yet thraaten
the encampments the enemy was establiishing,
it Tearned how to ambush the Armed Forces
patrols that sought to enforce guvernment
power in the villages. But this
revolutionary pnwer was not yet even
;re1atively_cnn5n11dated because the enemy
could still carry out repeated incursions
-into the developing base areas. As the PCP
was to explain, "restoration and counter-
restoration", the see-saw battle for
political power in the countryside,
characterises people's war at this stage. .
| By 1986, the people's war extended
through the Andes from Puno in the south
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through the central part of the country and’
up toc Cajamarca 1in the north. As the
revolutionary tide rose, the government
moved  its .priscners of war out of the
countryside and copcentrated them in three
Lima ~gaols, . In. the face of clear
indications _that the newly-elected Garcfia
government was planning to kill them all in
order 'to flex its muscles and demoralise
the ‘revolutionary masses, the prisoners
rebelled and took over the prisons.

~ The prisoners were determined to
defend the morale of the revolution with
their very lives. They had been .able to
obtain smaﬁl'quantigies of dynamite. They.
made spears and crude. flame~ throwers and .
assembled bags of rocks to throw. Garcia-
unleashed the Armed Forces. At the Fronton
island prison, the revolutionaries held out:
for' 20 . hours until naval artillery~
destroyed everything = standing. With:
captured weapons, the prisoners killed six
officers among the Marine landing force. In
Lurigancho, which had a glass roof and open
walls, the prisoners were not able to.
withstand attack as long, but they fought. -
Those taken alive were murdered. The women
prisoners 1in Callao held out against the:
Air Force. No one surrendered at any of the
three prisens. Only a few among the 300

-3~



prisoners survived. Their resistance on
what became known as the "Day of Heroism"
-- 19th June 1986 -- threw the Garcia
government into a crisis from which it was
never 10 recover. Among the ruins at
Fronton, the immense red hammer and sickle
painted on the side of a wall remains. .
~ (Since then, several hundred new and
old prisoners of war have been regrouped in
a new Lima prison called Canto Grande. They
are held in two buildings, one_  far men and
another for women, in equal _number,
separate from other prisoners. Despite the
lack of electricity and water and freguent
attacks by the guards, they continue theijr
programme  of handicrafts and other
collective  work, study and = physical
education so as to continue contributing to
the revolution. The Comittee of Relatives
of Prisoners of War, Political Prisoners.
and the Disappeared has warned of the
danger of a new massacre.) =
At the end of 1986, the .people’s war
entered a new phase, the Plan to Develop
Base Areas -- to spread . them and
consolidate them where possible. The Pilot
Plan of this phase was completed: in May
1989. It was followed by what the PCP calls
the Great Plan to Develop Base Areas So As
To Seize Power Countrywide. This title
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speaks for itself.

Speaking of the beginning of the
people's war, the PCP wrote: "It was a
defiant political blow of far-reaching
importance; unfurling red Dbanners and
raising hammers and sickles it proclaimed
‘It's Right 'to Rebel!' and 'Political Power
Grows Out of the Barrel of a Gunl', calling
the peopie, especially the poor peasants,
to stand up arms in hand, to Tight the
bonfire and shake the Andes, to write a new
history 1in the countryside and the
mountains and ravines of our tumultuous
geography, to knock down the rotten walls
of the oppressive order, to congquer the
mountain peaks and storm the heavens rifles
in hand to clear the way for a new dawn.
The beginnings were modest, almost withbut
modern arms; we fought, we advanced and
built from the small to the large, and from
our weak armament the initial fire became a
roaring, tumultuous, raging, expanding
blaze, further sowing revolution and giving
explosive momentum to the people's war."

I¥. Exercising Political Power in the
Countryside, Preparing to Seize Power in
the Cities



The new revu1utiﬁnary political power
is for those'who have never had any power
at all in their whole lives, for those who
have been the most lowly and scorned of
society, though they carried the country on
wneir backs: the workers and peasants,
glong with progressive forces from among
the middie ciasses. The PCP describes it as
-the Jjoint dictatorship of four classes,
since although the weak and vacillating
nationa?l bourgecisie does not  how
participate in the revelution, they may. in
the future, and their interests are taken
inte account. This new state being bern
openly © declaves  itself a dictatorship
because uniike the old state which pretends
to ruie in the .interests of all and tries
to hide the fact that it rests on ammed
fdrce, the revolution has . every reason to
reveal the antaganiﬂﬁ between the interests
of “the big ‘bourgecisie, landiords and
fmperialism, and the masses of pesple. 3

PCP Chairman Gonzalo is  ssid to. have
remarked that even at the beginning of the
war, the cguerrillas carried the new
politicel power in their knapsacks. YThe
setzure of p511t1ral power is the central
task of any revolution. In the conditiens -
ot their revoiution the task was to begin
to set it up piece by piece, in the form of
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People's Conmittees. 2 - '

These Committees are made up :five
members, called commissioners because they
are commissioned by the masses and subject
to recail at any time. They are chosen by
Representative Assemblies, which 1in turn,
when possible, are elected by People's
Assemblies of 211 tihe masses in & given
viliage. They are 1Jed by the Party, and
made up of communists, ordinary peasants
and other local progressive forces. Their
job is to begin to create a new poiitics,
new aconomics and new culture in the
countryside, as part of preparing to be
abie to do s6 on a countrywide scale.

The  Secretary amang the five
commissioners represents the Party and the,
proietariat (which 15 present in the
countryside mainly through the Pavrty). The
commissioner of security, also a PCP
member, is in charge of the defence of this
new political power, by the Jocail
population as & whole, oroanised into
militias, along with local guerrilla forces
and  the main forces of the Pegple's
Guerrilla Armmy. This also means preparing
the organised withdrawal of villagers from
the area, 1in case that becomes necessary.
The security commissioner is also in charge
of police functions, taking measures
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against counter-revolutionaries who attack
the new political power or common criminals
who harm the masses. Robbery, drugs,
constant. drunkenness, orostitution,
gambling, beating of wives and children,
rape and other scourges which long
flourished under the protection of the old
established authority are now suppressed.
The commissioner of production and
economy orchestrates the development of a
new economy based on & new kind of
relations between people. The land is
divided up and given out first to those who
have no tand and then, if there {s any
left, to those who have a 1ittle, on the
basis of how many people there are in a
family. 1t is given to the familv as a
whole, and not just the fathers or men in
general. (Youth who want o leave their .
parents and start their own family also get .
land.)} But while this possession of the
land is individual, planting and harvesting
are collective and carried out by all., The
PCP refers to this policy as a seed of the
future, socialist stage of the rfevolution.
This commissioner must see that the land of
old people, widows and orphans 1is taken
care of. He or she also organises the
praduction directly owned by the Peoplie's
Committee, such as communal raising of
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chickens, ducks or guinea pigs, and
collective work on irrigation projects.

Often changes have to be made in terms
of which crops are grown, to allow the base
areas to become more self-sufficient. The
People's Committee .sets up seed exchange, .
so as to permit.  scientific seed selection .
and a diversification of crops. This seed .
exchange {s particularly important. Along: .
with efforts to replace import-dependent
chemical fertilisers, it ends the need for
credit. These measures.and the abelition of
rent frees the peasants of the burdensome
and costly weight of the government
bureaucracy that long sucked the blood of
agriculture and the tyranny of the local
despots whose . power over the land, credit
and inputs was exercised in a most.
arbitrary manner. The organisation of new .
relations of production and  exchange, -
designed to meet the needs of the people.
and the people's war, frees the productive
forces from their fetters and leads to.
improvements in productivity. There is even-
some beginning manufacture of clothes and
tools, so that these base areas. can become
more self-sufficient.

Small and medium merchants are aliuwed
to continue to exercise their important
functions; in fact, for them, too, this is
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a liberation. But in addition the Peopie's"
Committees also organise exchanga. Locally,
this might mean a People's Fair at which
items. are .directly. sold from producer to
consumer; or ; traded. It -also means mule
trains . that-  can  ::secureély - cross the
mnuntaina and - allow. -commerce: with other
localities, for-the '-basé :areas cannot be"
completely *5&1fq5ﬁffiﬂ15nt and the Party
must. 1ead in-resolving this problenm.

. As - the military strength of the
revuiutiun-aﬂvannts and its political power
begins to become relatively consolidated in
some areas, these economic questions are
increasingly - crucial. Economic
self-sufficiegncy means self-sufficiency
from debt -.and inflation and the chance to
begin; developing an economy that feeds the
people -instead - of feeding upnn them. It is
key -for --the war, because without these
advances revolutionary - political power
would collapse and the revolutionary army
would no Tlonger be able to rely on the
people for its sustenance. These changes
are also part of building the future, when
an economically independent and militarily
powerful Peru can hold out against
imperia115m and serve the Hurld revolution.

The cnmmi551uner uf cnmmunity affaire
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is in charge of administering justice. This
means organising ~people's trials: a
prosecutor presents  the case of the
People's Committee, the accused has the
right to defend himself and present
evidence, while the masses of people listen
and decide. Another ‘example 1is the
establishment of a damages committee from
among the peasants on a rotating basis. 'If
a peasant's cow damages another peasant's
seeded fields, 1t is up to this committee
to impose payment of damages. The first
time, a warning is issued; the second time,
the cow is detained; the third time the ‘tow
is slaughtered and the meat divided up fur
the necessities of the villagers.

This commissioner also presides over
marriages. The twoc people who wish to marry
must bring two witnesses to testify to the
fact that neither is married to anyone else
-- that is the "only requirement. Community
affairs also ‘includes- registering births,
stocking the people's medical dispensary
(with drugs confiscated from the enemy and
herbal medicines) and health examinations
of newly-weds and others. Education is
guided by the communist outlook and linked
with - labour. Peasants ‘'are taught basic
mathematics, Spanish {which - the PCP
considers important 'so -that non-Spanish
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speaking people can have a window on the
rest of the world), natural science and
history. The commissioner. also organises
recreation, including sports and culture
(such as plays and puppet shows),
celebrations to mark revolutionary
anniversaries, and helps with the feast of
the village saint. This feast has become a
popular holiday -- the Party neither helps
nor  hinders other, more religious
observances. The Party carries out a policy
of what Lenin called freedom of religion in
the broadest sense ~- it respects the
people’'s right to their religious beliefs
while at the same time it also reserves the
right to struggle to educate people in
dialectical materialism,

Divorce is granted instantly, at the
demand of = either person, with no .
conditions. This commissioner must get the
couple to reach an agreement about the
children. In general, the community affairs
commissioner tries to help settle family -
disputes, between a couple, or between
parents and children, through a process of
criticism and self-criticism. If it
happens that a woman wants to leave to join
the People's Guerrilla Army and her parents
or husband are opposed, she can go anyway.
The husband has priority to get the
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children, if he is willing; otherwise., the
Peoplie’s Commitiee finds another solution.

There is also a commissioner in charge
of convening and planning - the meetings of
the Party-led mass organisations.

This is how an open People's Committee
works. They have taken different forms,
according to the relative strength of the
revolution and the counter-revoiution in a
given area or at a given time, and the
fluidity of the people's war, expanding,
contracting, appearing and  then perhaps
disappearing, only to reappear there or in
another place. For instance, until 1989
their members were always secret (known
only to the Representative Assembly that
Chese  themj. Attempts to keep these
conmittees operating publiciy in the
beginning of the people's war failed-
because too often the commissioners would
be murdered. If the reaction reoccupied an
area, the committee might be ahle to
exercise an authority paraliel to that of
the old authorities. A destroyed committee
might have to be reorganised. In a new
area, an organising Committee would strive
to bring about conditions under which the
emergence of a fuli-scale elected committee
would be possible. Of course, the
functicening of the clandestine committees
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is somewhat hampered, especially by the
fact that’ the commissioners cannot be
publicly known but must work through
delegates. In any case, the Party makes it
very clear that 9t stands for political
power for the proletariat and the people
and not for personal power; any
commissioner who exercises personal power
can be submitted to a people's trial,
removed or otherwise disciplined. With the
appearance of the first Open Base Areas,
this whole process can be carried out more
freely and fully. :

In 1983 the PCP formed an Organising
Committee for a New Democratic People's
Republic, with a view towards the future.
Today, the development of the People's
Committees, the growth and linking up of
base areas and the emergence of more and
more state functions that cannot be handled
locally are posing the question of
organising state power on a new and far
higher Tlevel, 1in the near future, even
short of nation-wide victory.

In the countryside, where this
revolutionary political power can already
exist, the entire population 1is armed and
fully participates in the Party or
Party-led organisations, the People's
Guerrilla Army and the new state power. The
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. Situatien is different: in the cities,
because they - are strongholds of the
reaction and political power can only be
taken there. in the final moments of the
war. Instead of People's Comnittees; the
Party has formed the Revolutionary People's
Defence Mcvement, "with the goal -of
mobilising the masses; to resist and to
raise their struggles to-a higher level =-
people's war -~ 50 as to harass, undermine
and shake the old state apparatus and serve
the future insurrection, preparing the
cities by waging people’'s war there as
complementary [to the war in the
countryside]. We implement the dual policy
of . primarily developing our own forms of
organisation and. secondarily infiltrating
ﬂ?‘jﬁiﬂﬂs." | aF
. The Party's policy is to "go lower and
deeper”, as Lenin said, to rely on the
poorest and most basic masses and
distinguish between them and the upper
tayer most influenced by revisionism and
the trade wnion bureaucracy, and to
participate in the masses’ struggles and
link them to the struggle for political
power. Through the People's Guerrilla Army
it has played an active role in strikes and
the formation ef what are  called
class-conscious workers' committees; in
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campaigns waged by shanty town dwellers for
their basic necessities such as electricity
and water; in the struggles of women of all
the popular classes, for women's
emancipation (under. ' the Chinese
revolutionary slogan "women hold up half
the sky") and for specific demands that
affect poor women with families, and
against affronts to the moral integrity of
the people (such as pornography and
prostitution); in winning over
intellectuals, 1including secondary school
and university students, as well as
professionals and artists in various
fields, to serve the people; and in leading
youth and <children to take up the
proletarian outlook and fight for their
future through revolution. The Party has
founded mass  revolutionary organisations
among these sectors in order to carry out
this work (in addition to the Party-led
peasant organisation in the countryside),
and is also active in a number of trade
unions and other groups which are beginning
to support the people's war.

The Revolutionary People's Defence
Movement called armed shutdowns in the city
of Ayacucho since the beginning of the war.
These shutdowns combine work stoppages,
halting commerce and transport, guerrilla
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assaults and ambushes, sabotage, selective
annihilations, agitation and propaganda and
violent mass confrontations with the forces
of order.  Four regional armed shutdowns
swept  the departments of Ayacucho,
Huancavelica and Apurimac in 1988, lasting
three days in most places and seven days in
Ayacucho. Tingo  Maria, on the Upper
Huallaga River, was shut " down for three
days that year in actions involving not
only the paralysis of "this city, but alseo
the digging up of 'thé main roadway by
thousands of peasants under the leadership
and protection of the guerrillas. Huancayo,
Juaja, Oroya, Huanuco and Cerro de Pasco,
in other words, departmental and provincial
capitals in the centre of the country, have
also been shut down. Small cities and towns
as well as rural districts in eight
departments were shut down for as long as
three weeks in connection with the boycott
of the April 1990 general elections.’ -
These armed shutdowns are now rocking
Lima with increasing power and frequency.
The capital was shaken in November 1989 and
March 1990. On the eve of the November
strike, the traditional "day of the dead",
about 3000 families of prisoners of war and
other people marched in Lima carrying
floral offerings to a cemetery in honour of
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the falien heroes of the people’s war. This
march was brutally suppressed by the
palice, who formed a wall at Manco Capac -
Plaza. Three people were killed and fifty
more wounded when police opened fire with
automatic weapons. The casualties would
have been much greater if People' Guerrilla
Army fighters had not waged a half-hour
all-out battle against the police so that
the bulk of the marchers could withdraw.
People in the neighborhood took the wounded
into their houses and took care of them. '
The following days saw mass clashes
with police 1in several factory districts -
and shanty towns,  the closing of the °
markets, cinemas, banks and most other.
businesses and schools, a complete stoppage
of the public transport system (state-owned
buses were attacked and burned, while most
of the mini-buses owned by individuals or
smali companies stayed home), and major
strikes in several industries. Hated c¢lass
enemies and informers were annihilated. The
armed shutdown in Harch was even more -
bitterly fuught_j on. both sides. ‘The °
goverrment sent in a helicopter gunship to
fire on a mobilisation in a shanty town,
killing eleven people..

‘The = Revolutionary People’s EEfEnceekl-

Movement called for. anﬂther armegc shutdown
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on 21st August 1990, following Fujimori's
price hikes that sparked violent mass
outbursts in Lima. It was prepared by two
weeks of mass work: lTeafletting at markets,
factories and schools; armed seizures of
neighbourhoods and radio stations to allow
agitators to give speeches; slogans painted
on walls along main streets and bridges.
This time, there was no central march, to
the frustration of police who lay in wait
at  certain plazas. Instead  several
lightning processions crossed the shanty
towns of Chosica and Huaycan, on the
outskirts of Lima. A phalanx of uniformed
revolutionary youth 1in formation strode
rapidly and audaciously through the grounds
of the San Marcos university campus. Their
escape from police was facilitated by
paint-filled dynamite bombs and crowds of
students who blocked pursuit. Strikes were
particularly strong in the many small
workshops, textile and shoe factories, a
tobacco processing plant, a paper mill and
so on along the Carratera Central, an
artery leading from Lima towards the
mountains. This area is a stronghold of ihe
Class-Conscious “Workers Movement. The
revisionist-led, official national unions
based mainly in Jlarge- scale plants and
state industries maintained an ambiguous
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attitude toward the shutdown, taking no
firm attitude: for or’ ‘against it in manyt
'casas | - .,

‘The Party's work was never cunfined tnﬁ
the countryside. But the advance of the war.
principally in ~ the countryside .has,
permitted the Party's work in the cities to.
advance with ‘giant strides, because the
strength of the_ngw, red republic arising.
in the rural areas has enabled broad
numbers ‘of  people “in the cities to see the
1ink " between their Tlongings and reality.:
Today the country's ruling classes arEt
"huddied against the coast” in Lima and in
a few other bastions, as a correspondent..
for the London Guardian put it, surrounded
by the advance of the people's war in the
mountains on which Llima depends for its
food, power and revenue and in the river
valleys advancing to the coastline to the
north and south of the capital, encircled
by the *rings of poverty”, the shanty
towns, that are turning 1into 1iron bands
tightening around the c¢apital, and
increasingly isolated and opposed by broad
numbers of all the classes of the people
who are coming to support the people's war.




}!

¥. Elections and Crisis N | i

‘The situation in which Peru's ruTlng
classes are waging war on the revolution is
being torn apart at both ends by political
and economic crisis,

The intense penetrat1un of imperialist
capital which shapad the country's
deve?apment in the past decades threw
Peru's economy into a deep pit: economic
stagnation and. iﬁf1at1ﬂn that began in the
mid-1980s and have yet to show any signs of
improvement. The govermment is stumbling
under the weight of an almost $20 h1iiiun
debt owed to the U.S. and other rich
countries -- Toans which for the wmost part
went to finance further enslavement of the
economy to 1mper1a115m* This debt is about
equal to the country's entire production
for one year. It 15 also more than twice
the estimated <cost to the govermment of
carrying out its reactionary war for the
last decade. As expensive as the counter-
revolutionary war has been, economic
subservience to imperialism 1is even more
expensive. These debts must be paid because
under the present system Peru cannot
survive unless it gets new lgans. One
Peruvian president after another, including
the newly elected Fujimori, has tried to
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deal with this .problem by devaluating
Peru's currency in order to boost exports
wbi1e restricting imports and enforcing
“shock" measures to cut iiving standards.
Fujimori had stood for election on a
platform opposed to the devaluations and
"shock" cutbacks proposed by the odds-on
faverite in that campaigh, Mario Vargas
Llosa. But within days of taking office he
turned around and implemented the sort of
measures he had just denounced. This was no
surprise to the kind of people who read the
foreign financial pages,. which reported
Fujimori's private meeting with the
International Monetary Fund (IMF), banks
and Peru's other creditors 1in New York,
whnere he agreed to reverse the stand that
had got him elected. But 3t was a cruel
deception to many of his middle class
supporters, who took to the -streets
alongside Lima's poor 1in several days of
outraged protests, ot
The term "hyper-inflation" fails to
capture the cataﬁtraphe: Peru®s currency
has been devalued by. million percent
since the mid-1980s. - Th15 devastated the
lives of working pecople. . Real wages fell by
half during that period. Bub.such inflation
also  provokes serious -, problems for
investment and business uvera11 adding to




the"” growing climate of _ desgpbierno .
("ungovernment”, as in "undo™). In an .
attempt to deal this inflation a death

blow, Fujimori slashed the dollar value of
Peru's currency (the inti), and removed . .
price ceilings and government subsidies on .-
basic necessities. Since Peru depends on
imports (even of oil, though it is a
medium~-ranking oil producing country),
prices rose by an average of 600% within a .
few . days. These price hikes were ~
concentrated where they hurt the masses

most: with the new petrol prices bus fares .

jumped so high that some people cuuTﬂ'nn,]
longer afford to go to work. Kerosene, the
basic cooking fuel, became pruhthit:va?y B
expensive, ' as did medicines, and bread,
noodles and everything else [zmgde with
wheat. Though the minimum wage (the maximum
wage for the 'majority) was raised from the .
equivalent of $12 U.S. dollars a month to
$55, to eat three meals a day and live in a
house the average family of five would need
five times that much, according to
government figures, and eight times that
much-accarding to private economists. In
Lima's shanty towns, home to half the
city's population, to live on one 'bowl of
potato soup a day is now cunsidered nurm&i.
Fujimori hoped to ' repeat ‘the
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experience in  Argeniina, Bolivia and
Brazil, where such drastic "shock" measures
have dEMPEnBﬂ inflation, at least for a
short time, But {nflation 1s .not the
underlying prnh1em. Peru's economy has been
stagnant since . the beginning of the 1980s.
President Barcia was able to inject a brief
spurt of growth during the mid-1980s at the
cost of turning galloping inflation into:
runaway = inflation. = Fujimori's recent
medsures to lay open the country even more
nakedly to imperialist investment could, at
mbst. only work to pull up .those areas. uf-
the ' economy where such . investment  is
cﬁnﬁentrated. ~and even that presuppusas=
that there would be massive investment,
when' this is not the case presently
anywhere in Latin America. ..

‘i Five hundred years ago, befﬂre the
Spanish invaders, people ate considerably
better in Peru than they do now. [Average:
caéloric consumption was .over the minimum
needed t¢ maintain health, while now it is
considerably lower.) The deterioration in
the last decade has been rapid. Over-a:
third of the country's 23 million people-
are said to suffer malnutrition; over haif.
of all children have been irreversibly
affected. Statistics such as, the declining
avarage 14fe span and the recent 1leap in
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tnfant mortality do not fully reveal thu
depths to which living stapdards. are
falling, because antibiﬁtics _.and other
medicines today held back enidem:cs that
formerly  would have dec¢imated 3
hunger-weakened population. Yet the. ﬁpactre
¢f epidemic is once again rising. Hepﬁtitis
and other diseases spread through Lima's
now thoroughly-befouled water supply. In
some shanty towns, mothers have to decide
whether to buy water from a cistern Torry
or bread.

Without imported whea;, muﬂErn Peru -
aspecia¥1y coastal Perg ,,;‘ starmes.
Formerly, . the country i1ved U 1
dumaati¢a1iy- produced corn, . patatﬂes.
bariey, wheat, mutton, pork and beef,
despite the semi~feudal rejations that kept
all but a fraction of potentialiy arable
land from being pianted. Yet the pressure
of food imports and the chase after maximum
profits dictated by fToreign IH?PStMEnt has
ruined agriculture especially over the
course - of the last two  decades.

Agricultural oproduction feil "by a third
between 197C and 1985. Only ope out of
three peasants capable of workKing full-time
is actually able to do so. A thirﬂ of the
formeriy cultivated land was unaegded in
1989, particularly ia the Andes, where
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credit for seed was unavailable to poor
families. In 1990, 1less than half the
capital needed for seed, fertiliser and
other inputs was ava11able and the year's

crops were declared a disaster long before

the harvest.

The exodus from the countryside that .

has swollen Lima's population by several

times in the last decades has brought the |

kind of wurban development typical in
oppressed countries. Besides proletarians,

ol b

theset shanty towns also are home to .

impoverished people of the middle classes, .

such as lower-level schnuI-teachers, who

have =waged particularly militant strikes. .

Hundreds of thousands of people make their .

living peddiing cigarettes one at a time or
¢selling other items in the sidewalk markets
on which most people depend.

Now, because of the cuuntry s reliance

on. imperialist capital, factories are ..

shutting  down due to lack of dollars to
import = raw materials. The official

unemployment rate of 14% refers only tu.i
formerly full-time, Jlegally employed and .-
registered workers who have been made .

redundant; ~there are no real unemployment .
statistics in a country where two-thirds of
working-age people are said to be under- or |
unemployed. State workers (including many
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Tabourers:-as well as office workers and
others) have seen their “fncomes drop to a

fraction of what they were a few ‘vears ago, :\
as the government does everything pussibih-
to be able to pay its foreign debt. e e
~Many skilied workers and middle class
people are ‘also facing severe difficulties
and a hnpeless future. They find that if
they don't change their Perivian intis for
doilars on the streets on payday, their
cheques will be worthless within a few
days. The prices of all bui the most daily
purchases are given in dollars. Some penple
can so little afford to keep any money 'at
all in intis that they are obViged to use
the money . traders who ply the sidewalks
across from . downtown cinemas in order to
simply buy two tickets. These mone
changers, who operate with complete lega
impunity, are said to ¢change four miliion
dollars & day. This is an important way in
which the dn11ar5 paid by drug dealers for
coca leaves are recycled into the more
mainstream sectors of the Peruvian economy,
where they play  an ‘indispensable role in
preventing a difficult situation for the
middle classes from becoming completely
impossibie, in fuelling Peru's - import-
dependent - economy, in lubricating the
enrichment of the upper classes and in
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maintaining the flow of dollars in the form
of payments ‘and profits being pumped to the
U.S. monopoly capitalists who sit on top of
this mess, along with their :European and
Japanese partners. This situation Jed
300,000 young Peruvians to immigrate in
1989, to neighboring countries and,
ironically, to the U.5. itself,

. These economic conditions, as well as
the advance of the people's war and the
consequent changes in the political
climate, have enflamed an equally
disastrous political situation. Fujimori's
appointment of a "government of national
unity" reflects tremendous disunity in the
ruling classes: no party was able to win
even 2 third of the votes 1in the general
elections and no~-cne has been able to unite
the ruling-classes and those who support
them around a programme  other than trying
to hold together a quivering house of
cards.

| Even the pro-Soviet revisionists and
others who have tried to present themselves
as a "third way", between the revolution
and the counter-revolution, have all but
collapsed. They split into two motley
factions, the \United Left of some
seif-styled "Marxists” and the more openly
reformist Socialist Left led by former Lima
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HMayor Aifonso Barrantes. Together they
failed to achieve even 10% of the national
vote in 1990. By comparison, at the end of
the 1970s they won a third of the ballots.
This defeat was all the more bitter because
throughout the mid and -late 1980s the
foreign press predicted Barrantes would
become President in 1990G. Pro~Soviet ferces
and others abroad had held them up as a
model of a parliamentary "left" that would
come to power through elections, in
opposition to the road taken by the PCP.
The pro-Cuba Tupac Amaru group (MRTA) that
has combined armed actions with
negotiations and other agreements with the
government dropped its initial demagogic
opposition to the electicns, supported
United Left candidates and even ran its own
candidates as part of the United Left
coalition 1in some places. A1l of these
"left" forces have ended up at Jleast as
discredited as the rest of the system's
noliticians.

The PCP applied the same policy to
these elections that it has to all
elections since the people’s war began in
1980: to expose them, to call on people to
boycott them, <o disrupt them, and to stop
them through miiitary actions wherevey
possible. The PCP never c¢laimed that it
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would prevent the elections from taking
place, which'would be impossible as long as
the enemy holds state power. Still, an
analysis of these elections and a
comparison to past elections reveals
important elements of the current political
situation,

In much of the countryside, the
November 1989 municipal elections simply
did not take place at all. This was
especially true 1in the revolutionary base
areas, where the government was not able to
organise candidates, hold campaigns or set
up polling places. The ruling classes had
to concentrate their voting stations in the
provincial and departmental capitals and in
Lima. In some cities where the government
was able to carry out election activities,
those elected accepted the PCP's advice to
leave town rather than take office. Quite a
few elected officials were subsequently
disqualified because of -the scarcity of
valid ballots. For instance, a mayor in
Chongos Bajos, in Huancayo, "won" with the
votes of three people, said to be himself,
his wife and his son. .
" To take the example of the department
of Ayacucho, there was little semblance of
elections in a dozen towns in the southern
part of the department, and in the north,
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there were no candidates even 1in the
provincial capital of Huanta. The elections
in the departmental capital of Ayacucho had
to be subsequently overturned by the courts
because two-thirds of the few votes cast
were null and void. Just before the day of
elections, the Peopie's Guerrilla Army
briefiy took over the cities of Huanta and
Ayacucho simultaneously, temporarily
pinning down the Army in their barracks,
amidst an armed shutdown, as part of the
Party's anti-elections campaign.

Iin the neighboring department of
Huancavelica, the Armed Forces who used the
departmental capital as their bease from
which to assault the countryside were met
with sabotage and Party siogans painted in
red everywhere. One. night, agitators joined
the crowd leaving a cinema, leading them in
a march wnich grew 1in strength when it
passed through the central plaza. While PGA
units blacked out the city and trapped the
repressive forces 1in their lairs with
dynamite and rifle fire, the plaza filled
With people chanting, "Long Live the PCP!
tong Live Chairman Gonzalol Don't Vote,
Long Live the Puople's War“. As the PCP
says, this was truly an example of how to
use elections for revolutionary purposes.

The government was to show just how
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much it needs elections to legitimise its
system of repression, by unleashing the
repression on which this system rests. On
election 'day  itself the Armed Forces
brought in reinforcements from other areas
and went house to  house to enforce
obligatory voting. Nevertheless, only 40%
voted. In the  outlying districts and
villages the Armed Forces could not occupy,
there was no voting and people put up
barricades to block roads leading in and
out of the city.

Even on the outskirts of Lima, the
government found it impossible to carry out
elections in Huaycan, a shanty town along
the Carretera Central on the eastern edge
of the capital.

Yoting is mandatory. Not voting is
punishable by a large . fine; more
importantly, a voter registration book is
the national identity document. Those who
do not have a stamp to prove that they
voted face serious problems in applying for
a Job or anything else. Just before the
April 1990 elections the armed forces
warned that soldiers would examine the
voter books of all travellers stopped at
military . checkpoints. The government
mobilised all its repressive apparatus and
all possible social support to hold the
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April pres1dent1al elections. Because of
the lack of a majority by anv candidate in
the first round, they had to hold a second
round in June.

The percentage of absentses and blank
or spoiied ballots in the November 1989
municipal elections totallad about 65%,

according to the London Independent. As for
Aprii 1993i according to a?giriai fiagures,

the national average of those registered
who didn't vote was 21.2%, campared to 10%
for the last president1ai ‘elections, in
1985, and 199 in 1980. The abstention rate
rises to 27% if both registered and
eligible but un-registered voters are
counited. Of the batlots cast., 15.2% were
blank or spoiled, compgrad to 14% in 1985
and 2i% 1in 1980. Absenteeism and blank or
spoiled ballots totalied over 50% in the
ten departments of the cayqtry whersa the
vast majority of the country's population:
outside of the capital is iccated (Ancash,

Apurimac. _Ayacucho, Cajamarce,
Huancavelica, Huznuco, Juﬁfﬁ, Pasco, Puno,
San Martin), reaching 89.3% in Ay vacucho and
80% in HuZnuco (which incTudes the Upper
Nuailaga). In Lima, 12.9% didn't ‘vote, and
8.7% of the ballots cast wece blank or
spoiied.

Mo regime ever fell because of lack of
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votes. As the PCP says, the task is to
"merge the peopie's war led by the Party
with this torrent made up of millions who
don't register, wio don't vote or who cast
blank or spoiled ballots, this torrent the
Party is heliping to organise as part of the
armed sea of the masses who will inevitably
sweep away the old order of exploitation
and oppression”.

Given the disarray in the ruling
classes, the discrediting of their
politicians and the system of government
itself, the PCP has analysed that a
military coup d’etat is real possibility.
The Party's policy towards such a coup is
to oppose 1it, because 1its main purpose
would be to  unleash an even more
unrestrained bloodbath in the cities as
well as the countryside. But whether under
an "elected” or a wmilitary government, for
the vast majority of the people, especially
the basic masses, the people's war 1is the
oniy way out,

VI. Yankee Go Home! Victory to the People's
War in Peru! - |

As a vresult of the advances of the
people’s war and the deepening crisis
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undermining the regime’s ability to combat
it, the United States 1s making seriqus
preparations for more direct military,
intervention. ) B
. This threat is more than an idea.
Pieces are being moved into piace. gy
The U.5. began sending equipment,
"civilian* helicopter pilots ‘znd mechanics’
under contract te the 1.5, State
Department, and "Drug Enforcement’
Administration” military advisers in mid-
1989. At the same time, General Maxwell
Thurman, head of the U.S. 1invasion of
Penama and chief of the U.S. Panama-based
Scuthern Command in charge of U.S, military
operations in South America, began drawing
up  pians for different military
contingencies in Peru and the neighboring
countries. The CIA and other U.S. -
govarnment services = are  using spy
sateilites to <¢reate detailed maps of the
Uppér Huallaga Valley and other parts of
Peru. Such maps, previously non-existent,
are necessary for planring and carrying cut
2 stepped-up' counter-revolutionary war and
would be a ' precondition fer an jnvasion.
he U.5. s alse plamning to install
hi-tech communications systems in Peru and
Botivia, P73 e ' o
‘After decades in which the U.S5. had
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}rtuatiy nn official military relations
th Peru. 1n 1990 it came up with an
offered $35 willion military aid pact.
Fujimori, amidst grave oppesition te his
economi¢ policies, suddenly adopted a
pseudo-nationalist posture and unexpectediy
vatoed this project that the U.5. had
counted as already in the bag. The terms of
this rejection are most revealing: Fujimori
ridiculed the amcunt offered by comparing
it te what he described as the $7.9 biilion
atlocated by the U.5. for domastic
anti-drug purposes. Far from considering
the matter closed, the Bush government then
offered Peru $110 wmillion for . 1381,
including $39 milldon for Pery's. Armed
Forces and a larger amount: for “law
enforcement®, as well as  economic
assistance, Both governments, it. seems,
nave seen their cbjectives wal!-sarved by
this game.
This packagn wou ld hr?ng U S “nid“ to
Peru. to about the same. lavel as El
- Salvador. While not an engrmous emount .ip
-“terms of U.S. spending. 1t would rspresent
" a huge fout in the door. According to the
New York Times, the pact provides for Green
Perets (U.S. c¢ounter-insurgency  Special
Forces) to train and equip six-Peruvian
battalfons into an elite force of 5500 men,
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to furnish river patrni boats .and.train
their crews, and to refurbish and maintain
a ground attack force of 20 gruundaattack
jets. Even H?thﬂut 'a formal  agreement
between ~ ‘the " governments  or u.s.

Congressional’ apprnval Bush has used his
legal powers to d1rect1y transfer military

equipment from U S stocks to the Peruvian
government.

_ All these - measures ‘Fesemble U 5'
efforts in ‘the ‘early days of the Yietnam
war. This will certainly mean an imnediate
escalation of the airborne machine gqun and
napalm atitacks: that ‘have " already rained
down on several villages and shanty towns.

The new- -U. S. ‘anbassador  to Peru,
Anthony Quaintor, is part ‘of this military
build-up. He was ‘stationad in Hicaragua
when the U.S." mined that country's
harbours; as ambassador to Kuwait he helped
engineer the U.S5.' naval build-up 2gainst
Iran in the Persian” Gulf. His associate,
Richard Meadows, who served with the U.S.
secret services in Vietnam and Iran, first
went to Peru in 1983. HNow he is dis Ectnr of
security at a palm oil plantation near the
U.5. firebase at Santa Lucia, where he
oversees a small private army. Other
Americans involved in the "private" air
force under contract to the U.S. State
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‘Department at Santa Lucia were last
‘employed in the Contra operation run from
}thu Hhite House by Oliver North.
LS. Yice Pr&sident Dan Quayle himse}f
went to Peru to speak to Fujimori a few
‘days after Fujimori took office. In Lima,
Quayle held & news conference %o deny
*fatse reports®. "We have no plans for
military operations in the war on drugs --
period", he said, with g straight face, %o
‘correspandents who had already heard from
other U.S5. government sources that he was
'thera to discuss sending Creen Berets. In
the same vein, top Bush cabinet member
WiT1iam J. Bennett warned- newspaper editors
that "if these efforts are caricatured as
another Vietnam, an American invasicn or
involvement in a foreign war. then we risk
crippling 'a  series. of strengthened
relationships that our president and the
presidents of the Andean region have
recently fnrged,“ This is a typical example
f the U.,S.'s policy of coating 1ts
Peruvian interveation with tranguilising
deception and trying to forbid peonlie to
draw the obvious conclusions. Quayle's very
presence in Peru reflected escalating U.S.
involvement, since he was the first U.S.

government big shot to: yisit Peru in 30
years.
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These statements do reflect the unease
with which many senior U.S. military and
political strategists view the situation in
Peru. The Vietnam war was a disaster for
U.S5.- imperialism A whose impact is stil)
being felt today, including in the
political constraints and domestic and
international opposition that would
certainly meet open U.S. Jinvolvement in a
large-scale counter-insurgency operation.
This is one major reason why the U.S. has
gone to such lengths to paint what it is
doing in Latin America as a "war against
drugs” and not as armed counter-
revolution. Furthermore, if the U.S. does
send troops into Peru they are not in for a
quick romp as in Grenada or a relatively
easy victory such as they won in Panama.
The PCP 1is a Maoist party, determined to
fight until dimperialism and all reaction
are wiped from the face of the earth. It is
leading a people's war and a revolution. It
is a most formidable opponent and the U.S.
is not at all anxious to take it on
directly. The consequences of such a war,
in the rest of Latin America, elsewhere in
the world and in the U,S. itself, are
potentiaily momentous. The more cautious
imperialist thinkers are quite correct to
fear that if the U.S. invades Peru it might-
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be biting off mure than it~ can chew, and
choke on it. '
A March 1990 report ﬂreparad fnf the
U.5. State Department -~ the Rand
Corporation think-tank Eharply-presented‘a_
part of this dilemma (like the rest of the
reactionary pressy, this writer cai?s ‘the
PCP. Sendero or Shining Path):
- -“Peru 18 a country poised on the "Srink-
of 1nterna1 collapse... Sendero and the
socizl and economic disequilibrium ' that

have fostéred its growth'' have moved Peru ..

into a pres  revolutionary situation. What

the final outcome of this condition will be =

is far from ciear. At best, Peru can look
forward to ‘a protracted campaign against
the  Shining Path. Should this conflict -
devolve into a 'dirty war', it could'end in .
a full-scale ciass conflict between the
Army and Peru’s rural and urban poor. The
worst case scenario is" that Sendero could .
win., Although that seemed inconceivable
even as late as 1987, it has become a -
plausible outcome. That we can discuss this -
pnasibi1ity today is a testameht ‘both to ¢
Sandero's vitality as a puT1t1ca1 force and
to” the government of Peru’s continuing
inability to" make any serious finrgads .-
against the insurgency, One way or anuther, S
the Shining Path will be a force to bz
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reckoned:-with for the foreseeable futire.
There will ~be no quick or easy solutions.
The movement 1is firmly entrenched in the
highlands and is already a permanent
presence in and around Lima. Its growth has
not been rapid, but it has been steady.
Sendero now enjoys a substantial base of
support . in the countryside and has begun
actively recruiting from among the urban
work  force -and the country's rapidly
growing mass of urban unemployed. It has
also proven .to be a resilient, adaptable,
and ruthless organisation. These traits,
together, have made Sendero a formidable
adversary."

Formidable or not, the United States
cannot Jjust. sit back and tolerate the
victory of a Maoist revolution, not
anywhere, and especially not 1in the heart
of a continent ready to burst 1into flames,
a continent where U.S. control and
exploitation is a key part of what gives
U.S. imperialism its power. It is already
working to prepare a political climate in
which "public opinion" regards large-scale
U.S. military intervention as a reasonable
future option, even while covering up the
military moves already taking place.

The U.S. has other options as well,
that could be used alone or in combination.
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Describing some of the military opérations
being 'planned, a U.S.. Defence Department
official 'said ' "we wouldn't pull the
trigger, but we would point the gun." To
som: extent this refers to U.S., attempis to
beef up and' command Peruvian troops. But
"such measures are more of a stop-gap than a
solution. He was  also. referring to the
possibility that the U.S. wmight use the
troops of one’ or more third countries to
invade Peru. This was how the U.5. got rid
of a government it didn't 1ike in Bolivia
in the early 1970s, when the U.S. directed
and backed the Brazilian afmy in
temporarily taking over Bolivia ‘on fits
behalf. It 1s in this Tight that one should
see the recent agreement between the Bush
administration  and the Paz Zamora
government ‘in Bolivia to send U.S. officers
and Green' Berets to that colntry, whose
borders 1ie close to mdin strunghn1d5 of
the Peruvian revolution., YUnder the "war on
drugs” label, -Bush has also sent'massive
arms shipments to Colombia, Peru's northern
neighbour. BraZil, which is pressing for an
outlet to the Pﬁcific;"ﬁas mobilised troops
atong the Peruvian ‘and Colombian borders
with the pretekt of fighting narcotics
traffic. ”
The pecple's war in Peru has
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tremendous ‘international significance. It
isaliving- prﬁnf that the oppressed can rise
up,:relying vofi ‘thefr - own' strength and not
any imperialist "orireactitnary powers, and
deal:powerful blows to all the oppressors.’
It s a living example-of the correctness
of the 'Maoist outitook' and political Tine,
of :the miracles that can be actnmp?iahed by
the masses-of people led by ‘a cnmmunist
party armed with this Tine. and “of the
puwer gf people's war,

- The revolutiunary pﬂnple of the world
and the parties .and organisations ‘of the
Revolutionary Internationalist Movement of
which. the PCP-is &b part: hold  -this
rewu1ut1nn very deaw:i: "i:Ther8  has 'been
important work to: defend it, most notably a
world-wide campaign to Support the People's
War in -Peru waged :by the RlHipnrties and
organisations inir 1985  and'" 1986 " that
involved meetings, ralkies and other kinds
of actions in all: the inhab¥%ted continents
of the world and: showed the grtat-phtentia1
support. this .peoplels: war': enjoys in all
couptries,  Through: sevErai‘- -years  of
efforts, big holes . havEt.ehaan-thastEﬂ
through imperialism’s. :ublockade - - afid"
distortion of news on the: panpiz s war. But

today, the qualitative leap in the attacks
on. the Peruvian revolution must be ' met by
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something more.

- The Peruvian people have suffered from
20,000 to 30,000 dead since 1980. The vast
majority of them have been non-combatants
murdered by the police and Armed Forces in
their terror campaigns against the
villages. Certainly the reaction will exact
a far higher price 1if the masses are to
wage the kind of battles on a grand scale
necessary to win countrywide political
power, and to face and beat back U.S.
imperialism and its flunkies. But .the
alternative is for the masses of Peruvian
people to continue to die anyway, in
poverty . and degradation, without
consequence. PCP Chairman Gonzalo has said,
"Yankee - aggression, whether direct or
indirect by way of puppet governments, is
bringing about a war of national
iiberation, and despite the sacrifice and
efforts this would require, there will be a
magnificent opportunity to unite 90% of the
Peruyvian people, at a time when the Party
is calling  for the countrywide seizure of
power, and this will mean more favourable,
though more difficult, conditions for the
Peruvian revolution.  Imperialism s
dreaming 1f .4t thinks it can snuff cut the
revolution, and while this period will be
extremely difficult, complex and bloody, it
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will lead to the people's triumph and serve
the emancipation of the class and the world
proietarian revolution.... Only through
great storms, Chairman Mao said, can the
worid be changed.” (From the speech "In
Celebration of the 40th Anniversary of the
Chinese Revolution")

A great storm will certainly rise
across the world to oppose Yankee
intervention and defend the revolution in
Peru.

The authorities in the West have
crowed quite a bit about what they call
“"the death of communism®, as 4if the
Soviet-dloc regimes that matched the West
ugliness for ugliness had not abandoned
Marxism and 1installed their own brand of
disguised capitalism long ago. Yet the "old
mole of vrevolution™, as Marx put it, is
still at work, crisscrossing the earth

underground. It has burst out into the
daylight in Peru.
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This article drew upon the majnr Ha;
1580 pamphlet by the PCP Central Ennnﬂttez.
Elections No, Plng1t s War VYes, It 1s aat
yet available in English. -

Hany of the guotes come frun the
document Basis of Discussion prepared for
the PCP's 1988 First Congress. This and
'_nthur PCP dncumnt!i hlv.e been riprndug:&d
abroad in English tndf ‘other languages and
'ifi uideiy hvliilb1n thrnugh participltina
pnrti:t and organisations of the RIM, the
Pery Peopie' s anun:nt and other supporters
of the penplufs War in Feru. as well as a
ftu hnn:;hnp: and uther nutlnts. ,
' Also avatleble in thi same form 15 thn
Interview With Chairman Gonzalo publisraﬂ
in the Peruvian newspaper E1 Diario 1in

- S p—
1988, After this {nterview appeared and
circulated in two editions of 100, Dﬂﬂ ‘each,
the editor of this legal dsily newspaper
was driven into exile and the third edition
‘confiscated. Police later occupied the




newspaper’s offices and threw 1tt interim
editor into prison, where she rlﬂ:ins. Now
published clandestineiy, Diario
continues to appear several t{nns a month;
photaocopies are ~ available abroad., The
newsistter - £} iario Internacional
published in Europe it available

The following PLP documents have been
published in English and othar languages in
A ¥World To Win: "In Celebration of the 40th
Anniversary of the Chinese Ravolution and
"Honour and Glory to the Proletarist lnﬁ
People of Perum {No, 15), "Documents frum
the First Congress" {No. 11), *Develop the
People‘s War to Serve the Worid Revolution®
{No.'s 8 and 9), "Day of Meroism™ (No. 6),
"Oon't Vote - Step Up Guerrilla Warfare®
and “PCP Salutes the RIM® {Na. 3), "On the
‘Shining Path of Mariltegui®™ (Mo. 2),
"Letters from the PCP* {No. 1),

The: following {ssues of ANTW carried
srtictes and other materials on . the

people’s wir in Pery: 1, 2 3 4, 5.8, 15,
15.
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